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Aeration Project Approved by 
State:  A “First” for Vermont

The Agency of Natural Resources has 
granted  the  LSCCF a  permit  to  conduct  an 
aeration project on Little Lake.  We will be 
the  first  lake  in  Vermont  to  implement 
aeration as a method to reduce sediment and 
begin to restore lake conditions.  

After  two  years  of  negotiating  and 
making  presentations  to  various  state 
representatives  in  the  Department  of 
Environmental Conservation, we have finally 
gotten the green light to try a method that has 
proved successful in many other lakes.  While 
the state was reluctant to approve our original 
plan to treat  the entire  Little  Lake,  they are 
only  allowing  a  smaller  trial  to  take  place. 
Unfortunately,  this  could  reduce  the 
effectiveness of the procedure, but we believe 
as  progress  is  made,  and when no negative 
effects  are  observed,  we  will  be  able  to 
expand to our original plan. 

We are now in the process of deciding 
between  a  lease  program  and  a  more  cost-
effective purchase.  However, we must raise 
significant  funds  in  order  to  decide  which 
route to  take.   A campaign for donations is 
now  under  way,  and  many  members  have 
responded generously, but much more is still 
needed. 

In  another  permit  matter,  we  have 
reason to believe the state is looking seriously 
into considering our application to conduct a 
hydraulic  dredging  project  in  the  northwest 
area of Little Lake. 

In  addition,  we  are  continuing  our 
research into all restoration methods that have 
shown promise. 

Come to the Annual Meeting!
May 27 at 2:00 PM, Wells Schoolhouse  

Our  Annual  Meeting  at  2  PM  on 
Sunday,  May  27,  will  be  full  of  news  and 
information.  This spring has been an exciting 
time  for  the  LSCCF.   At  this  meeting  will 
finally  get  to  announce  publicly  our 
acquisition of a permit  for our aeration trial 
program,  and  explain  its  importance  in  our 
drive to restore the lake.  

We’ll  tell  about  the  other  permit 
activity in which we are currently involved, 
including our submission for a hydro-raking 
permit on April 23.  Plus, there will be lots of 
news about what else has been going on.  

In addition, we will hold the important 
annual vote on the slate of officers proposed 
by the nominating committee (see below).  As 
soon as the votes have been counted, we will 
then hold a second vote to name the president 
and vice-president, as required by our by-laws 
(you can see the complete by-laws at our web 
site, www.lakematters.org).

Our  membership  continues  to  grow, 
with a few more families signing up in just 
the past week or so.  Although the dues for 
2012-13 can be paid any time until September 
1,  many of  our  members  have  already paid 
their dues and added generous tax-deductible 
donations as well. 

http://www.lakematters.org/


Lake Restoration in a Nutshell

Restoring  a  lake  that’s  undergoing 
eutrophication  is  a  problem being addressed 
throughout  the  world.   The  LSCCF  has 
researched  a  good  number  of  methods  that 
have been used in both domestic and foreign 
settings.  These strategies fall into three basic 
categories:   mechanical,  chemical,  and 
biological.  

Mechanical  treatments  include  such 
activities  as  harvesting,  hand-pulling  of 
weeds,  raking,  dredging,  laying  in  barriers, 
and suction  harvesting.  Chemical  treatments 
include the use of herbicides and dyes which 
can  temporarily  kill  off  vegetation. 
Biological  controls  attempt  to  bring  the 
natural  balance  back  by  the  use  of 
herbivorous  organisms  (weevils,  enzymes, 
carp,  etc.)  or by adding more oxygen to the 
water  (aeration)  to  encourage  natural 
breakdown of sediment and attrition of excess 
vegetation.  

After  extensive  research  and 
observation of treatments in other lakes,  the 
LSCCF is currently pursuing two approaches: 
aeration and dredging.  The state of Vermont 
has issued the LSCCF a permit to conduct an 
aeration  experiment  in  Little  Lake  St. 
Catherine. It will be the first time the method 
has been allowed in the state, and the project 
is expected to start in the spring of 2012.  

The LSCCF is also working with the 
state  on  a  plan  to  conduct  a  hydraulic 
dredging project.  But  our  research  goes 
on. We continue to study and evaluate other 
methods as we look toward a restored lake for 
the future. 

Nominating Committee 
Prepares 2012-13 Slate

This year’s nominating committee has 
proposed the following slate of candidates for 
the Board of Directors for the 2012-13 year. 
The  candidates  are  all  currently  serving  as 
Directors now.

        
WILLIAM R. STEINMETZ

DAVID EMMONS
BILL FRYE
LEE EVANS

MAX EMMONS
AL COTE

FRAN GILMAN
TIM MAKEPEACE

BOB SHORT
KG LYFORD

PAUL DUFRESNE

The committee members,  Joel Pliner, 
Rita Devine, and Jeanne Gilbert have all been 
active  and  supportive  members  and  have 
reached  unanimous  agreement  on  this  slate. 
The  candidates  will  be  announced  at  the 
meeting  by  Nominations  Chairman,  Joel 
Pliner,  and additional  floor nominations  can 
be taken at that time. Once the Directors are 
named and voted in,  the President and Vice 
President are then elected from among those 
elected  Directors.   The  Nominating 
Committee  has  proposed  re-election  of  the 
current  president,  Bill  Steinmetz,  and  Vice-
President, David Emmons.   

All offices run for one term, but all are 
eligible for re-election.  

The Lake St. Catherine Conservation Fund, Inc.  
is a 501 (c) (3) Public Charity.


